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f Nevertheless, if you doubt the possibility of realising
our projects, I have already in committee recommended
an expedient. Limit your grants so that the amounts
demanded shall only be payable when we actually possess
Kiel, and say if you like, "No Kiel, no money!" I
believe that you would not refuse such a condition to any
other ministers than those who now have the honour to
enjoy the confidence of his Majesty the King. . . .

' The confidence of the people in the wisdom of the
King is great enough to make them say, that were the
country in danger by the introduction of the Two Years'
Service system of perishing or taking harm, the King
would never allow it. It is just in consequence of earlier
traditions that the importance of the constitution is under-
rated. I am convinced that you will not deceive their
confidence in the wisdom of the King; yet I cannot deny
that it makes a painful impression upon me when I see
that, in view of a great national question which has occu-
pied public opinion for twenty years, that very assembly
which passes in Europe as the concentration of the intelli-
gence and patriotism of Prussia can rise to no higher
altitude than an impotent negative. That, gentlemen, is
not the weapon with which to wrest the sceptre from the
hand of the monarchy; nor is it the means whereby you
will succeed in giving our constitutional system that sta-
bility and further development which it needs/

The Naval Budget was rejected.

In looking back upon this situation, we have lament-
able proof of the degree" of dishonesty and cosmopolitan-
ism to which political parties with us attained when actu-
ated by party hatred. Something similar may have hap-
pened elsewhere; but I know of no other country where
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